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CONSTITUTION 

OFTHE 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

Signed at New York on 22 July 1946 

AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES 24 AND 25 

Adopted by resolution WHAS 1.23 

of the fifty-fi'" World Health Assembly 

at its tenth plenary meeting on 

16 May 1998 

CONSTITUTION DE 

L'ORGANISATION MONDIALE 

DE LA SANTt 

Signee a New York Ie 22juillet 1946 

AMENDEMENTS AUX ARTICLES 24 ET 25 

AdoptCs par 18 resolution WHAS 1.23 

de 18 cinquante et unieme Assembl6e mondiale de 18 Sante 

a sa dixieme seance plenierc 

Ie 16 mai 1998 





WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

RESOLUTION 

OF THE 

FIFTY-FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION 

OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANlZA TION 

(Articles 24 and 25) 

On 16 May 1998, the fifty-first World Health Assembly adopted the 

attached resolution amending Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution afthe 

World Health Organization. 

[Signed! 

f. R. A1-Mousawi, M.D. 

. President of the 
fifty-first World Health Assembly 

[Signed! 

Hiroshi Nakajima, M.D., Ph.D. 

Director-General of the 
World Health Organization 





ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE 

RESOLUTION 

DE LA 

CINQUANTE ET UNIEME ASSEMBLEE MONDIALE DE LA SANTE 

AMENDANT LA CONSTITUTION 

DE L'ORGANlSA TION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE 

(Articles 24 el 25) 

Le 16 mai 1998, 1. cinquanle el unieme Assemble. mondiale de I. 

Sanle • adopte 1. resolution ci-jointe amendant Ies articles 24 et 25 de I. 

Constitution de I'Organisation mondiale de)8 sante. 

[Signi] 

F. R. Al-Mousawi, M.D. 

Le President de la 
cinquante et unieme Assemblt!e 

mondiale de la Sant6 

[Signi] 

Hiroshi Nakajima, M.D., Ph.D. 

Le Directeur general de 
I'Organisation mondiale de la Sante 
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Amendments to Articles 24 and 25 
of the Constitution 

The Fifty-first World Health Assembly, 

Considering that the membership of the Executive Board should be increased from 32 to 34, so 
that the number of Members in the European Regioo and Westem Pdc Regioo entided to designate 
a person to serve on the Executive Board be increased to eight and five, respectively, 

1. ADOPTS the following amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution, the texts in the 
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish languages being equally authentic: 

Article 24 - Delete and replaCe bY 

The Board shall consist of thirty-four persons designated bY as many Members. The 
Health ~embly, taking into account an equitable geographical distribution, shall elect the 
Members entided to designate a person to serve 00 the Board, provided that, of such Members, 
not less than duee shall be elected from each of the regional organizations established pUrsuant 
to Article 44. Each of these Members shoUld appoint to the Board a person technically qualified 
in the field of health, who may be accompanied bY alternates and advisers. , 

Article 25 - Delete and replace bY 

These Members shall be elected for duee years and may be re-elected, provided that of the 
Members elected at the first sessiori of the Health Assembly held after the coming into force of 
the amendment to this Constitution increasing the membership of the Board from thirty-two to 
thirty-four the term of office of the additional Members elected shall, insofar as may be 
necessary, be of such lesser duration as shall facilitate the election of at least one Member from 
each regional organization in each year. 

2. ' DECIDES that two copies of this resolution shall be authenticated bY the signatures of the 
President of the Fifty-first World Health Assembly and the I/irector-General of the World Health 
Organization, of which one copy shall be transmitted to the SecretlUy-Generai of the United Nations, 
depositary of the Constitution, and ooe copy retained in.the archives of the World Health Organization; 

3. DECIDES that the notification of acceptance of these amendments by Members in accordance 
with the provisions of Article 73 of the Constitution shall be effected bY the deposit of a formal 
instrument with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, as required for acceptance of the 
Coostitution bY Article 79(b) of the Constitution. 



Amendements aux articles 24 et 25 
de la Constitution 

La Cinquante et Unieme Assemblee mondiale de la Sante, 

Estimant que Ie oombre de membres du Conseil executif dcvrait em porte de trente-deu..'( a trente-quatre. 
de f~n a ce que Ie nombre de Membres de la Rigion curopeeDne et de la Region du Pacifique occidental habilitCs 
a designer une personnc devant raile partie du Conseil cxecutif soil porte a huH d cinq, respcctivcmcnt; 

. I . ADOPTE les amelldcments suivants aux articles 24 et 25 de la Constitution, Its textes anglais, arabc, 
chinois, espagool. ~ et russe etam c:onsidCres comme egalement authentiques : 

Article 24 - Supprimer et remplacer par Ie texte suivant : 

Le Conseil est compose de trente-quatre personnes, ~gnecs par autant d'Etats Membres. 
L'AssembI6e de la Sante choisit. compte tenu d'une repartition geographique tquitable, les Etals appcles 
a designer un dClegue au Conseil, etant entendu qu'au mains trois de ccs Mc:mbres doweRt &ie clus parmi 
chacune des organisations regionales Ctablies en application de I'article 44. Cbacun de ces Etats enverra 
au Conseil unc personnalitc, techniquemcnt qualifiCe dans lc domainc de la sante. qUi pouna etre 
accompagn6e de supplants et de conseillers. 

Article 15 - SUpPUmer et remplacer par Ie texte suivant : 

Ces Membm SODt c!:lus pour trois am et sont r6eligibles; cepcndant, parmi lesMembres CJus 10rs 
de la premiere session de l'Assemblee de 1a Sante qui suivra l'entIU: en vigueur de I'amendcment a la 
prisenle Constitution portanlle nombre des membr'es du Conseil de trenle-<leux a trente-quatre, le mandat 
des Membres suWemeotaires Cius sera, s'il y a Lieu, rCduit d'autant qu'ille Caudra pour faciliter l'election 
d'au moins un Mcmbn:: de c:baque organisation regionale chaque a.n.nee; 

2. OECIDE que deux exemplaires de la prisente resolution scroDt authentifies par la signature du President 
de la Cinquante et Unieme Assembl6e mondiale de la Sante et ccUe du Directcur gCneral de 1'00000000tion 
mondiale de la Sante, qu'un de ces cxemplaires sera transmis au Secretaire general de l'Organisation des Nations 
Urnes, dCp.)sitaire de la Constitution. et l'aul«: conserve dans les archives de l'Organisation moodiale de la Sante; 

3. DECIDE que la notificatiOD d'ac:ceptarion de c:es amendements par les Membres conformement aux 
dispositions de l'artlcle 73 de la Constitution s'effectueTa par Ie dep6t dun instrument officieL entre Its mains du 
Secretaire general de l'Organisation des Nations Unies, comme Ie prevoit I'articlc 79 b) de 1a Constitution Pour 
I'acceptation de la Constitution eUe-mtme. 



nOnPABKH K CTATbllM 24 H 25 YCTABA 

nJl'1'lo,ll;cm UCpS8JI ceccHJI BccMBpaoi aCC8M6JJca 3,lU)8BOOXpaaCHHJI,. . . . , 

rurrwBU, 1fl'O 'UICOCIUfA COCfaS HCllOJI81ITeJIbBOro KOMlfTeT& ysemNHBSeTCli C 32 ,no 34, 
C TeN "lr06b1. 'tBCJlO roc)?J;apcTB-1fJICaOB 8 EBPOOCBCKOM pcmODe R PcrnOBC 3ana,n,uoi 'I8CTH 

Texoro OKcaoa, KOTOPWM DpC.llOCT8BJU1eTCS npSBO a8388'lHTh DO 0AUOMY JIOIlY B COCTaB 
, . '.." ..' 

HCDOJlH1lTCJlloBOro KOM1!TeT8, 6WJlO YBeJIH'lCBO ,nO BOCbMB B IDITH, COOTBeTCTBCHBO, 

" ~ 
1. . YTBEP)J(,[(AET CJfe.IJYlOtl(He DonpaaKB x: CTaThlIM 24 B 25 -YcraS8, npR'lCM TCKCTId 88 

apa6c:r:OM, lUlTaAcKOM, 8HI'JIHAClCOM. $PSRI0'3ClCOM, PYCCKOM H Hcn8BCKOM s:3Ir1Xax ~Xu.iu!:IOTCj( 

pURD ayrcBTIJ"UIhIMJI: 

.•. 

,. 

CraT'MT 24 - HcKJIlO'lHTIt 8 38MCOHTb cne,lJJ'1OOJ;H,M TeKCTOM 

KOMBTeT COCTOHT 83 Tlnl~a1'H '1eTIo1peX 'InCaOD no 883RSQCOHlO TaKOro JKC <£Hena 

'lnCHOD OpraBB38nBH. npHBBMIUI BO BBlIMaDe cnpSSCJ\llHBOC reorpa4>H'lCCKOe 

pacnpe,ltCJII?BBC, AccudSJlCI 3APIlBOOXpa8cru K3(;apsCT ~i ''IJICBOB. KOTOphlM 

npeJ\0CT8.~rfcJl npaao Ha3B8'1U'b C80~ npql~8m¥~A .J;I •• Ko~. DPII'ICM 83 3TlIX 
CTP8B-'IlIeBOB n.c Mcaee TpelC tiy,uyr B36UP8'I:'LCS OT K~ok 83 p,crlJoaa.m.m.zx OpraBB38IlHA, 

yqpC}K,ACBIlhlX B COOTBCTCT8U.B co CTaTLCH 44. Ka}fQJ;Jdill 83::rra:x 'lJIcnOB'n;'oiDKca all3a8'1an. 

B KOMBT,CT npc.u;CTaBOTens, TCXHH'ICCKH KBaJI~ll>HIlBPoBaaooro B 06naCTB 

3,ApaBOOXpaaeRlUl, KoroPOro M:oIyr conpOBoJtman. 3aMCCTuTeJlB B COBeTJIHKH . 

• ,. .: J 

OraTI4 25 ~ HcKJIlO'I.IJ11o ~ 3aMeHHTb cn~.DYlOn::olM ·TeKCTOM 

3TH C1paB.W~'lnCahl a3(j8palOTCJl CPOJ[OM aa TpB ro.u;a-H MOryI' (ShITh ncpco36palllll, 

npB'lCM HMCeTCiI B BUJJY, 'ITO B3 '1DC1Ia crpaH~'lneDOB,' if3tipaHllA1X D8 ISmaAmcA CCCCDO 

ACC8M6ncB 3JlP8BOOXP8UCll1UI ooene BCI}'IIJICBIDI B cuny nOnp8BDIt U8CTOJIDlCMY YCTaBY. 
-, ' l 

YBcnH'IBBa~IlleA '1JICBCKHH OOCTaB HCDonxo~a C TPHJlU8TB JJ;BP AO TpB,lUlaTIf 'lCThlPCX, 

cpqlt DO}IBOMo<mii: x~oA ,Il0DOJl1lH'l'CJlhUO D3tiP8BBOH crp8Irh1-'IJlCa8, no MCpe 

ac06xO,l{BMOCTB. MO}({CT COKpa.m;8n.cS, C TeM 'IT06hl O(}ecDC'lBTL B36pa8:0c. DO KpaAoeH 

MCpe, o.u;ooA CIlJ.aHhl-'1J1Ca8 OT K8XlloA pcraoo8m.ooH opraHH3a~ C)Kcro.u;oo. 

2: " nOCTAHOBJUlET. 'ITO .llB8 3K3CMIlJUlP8 o8croJl':m;cii pe30n~I(DB 6Y.IQ'T Y.ltOCTOBe~BbI 
DO.uiiBCDIH ripe,ll;cc,ll;aTeJlJJ nJJ'I'h,ll;CCST nepBoit CCCCHH BCCMBPBOH 8CC8M6nca 3m>8BOOXpaHellHJJ 

H reacpam.uoro ,ll;BpeKTOpa BceMBpnoii opraaB3an:oo 3,IU)8Booxp8aCHIDI, DpH'f.eM OABH 3K.3eMIIJUlp 

(SY;U;CT ncpe,ll8a re8ep8J1.~aOM)' CCXpeTaPIO OpraBB38nuu Ooo.e.lUIBeBBhlX HaJUd. JJ8JIJJlOmd:cs 

.u;eD03HT&pOCM Y CT8B8, a BTOpoit 31t3CMD1UIp tiy;n;CT xpaBllThClI B apXHB8X BceMllpooit opraU83aD;BH 

~aBOOXpaBeBHt:; 

3. nOCTAHOB.!UIET, 'ITO yse,ll;OMJIeHHe 0 npOIDITBH 3TBX nOnpaBOx. I'OC)?Ulpcm8MH-<VJea8MH 

• COO11tCTC'IBHH C nOJIO)l[eBBJIMH CTan.O 73 YCTaB8 OCYIllCCTBJIJleTClI nOCpC,IlCTBOM DepC,II;aqJJ 

O<fJHIlB8JlhBOro ,ll;OK}'MCUTa feaepaJIbBOM)' cexpeTaplO OpraBH38Q,BB OODe.u;H.oeBBlllx HaI{BH. UK. 

3TO Tpe6YCTCJI,ltl'UI npBBi:THS YC'T8&a CTaThCit 79(b) YCTaB8. 



Modificacion de los Articulos 24 y 25 
de la Constitucion 

La 51' Asamblea Mundial de 10 Salud, 

Consideranoo la conveniencia de aumentar de 32 a 34 el DiuneI'O de miembros del Consejo 
Ejecutivo con objeto de elevar 0 ocho y cinco, respectivamente, el mimero de Miembtos de 10 
Regi6n de Europo y de 10 Regi6n del Pacifico Occidental faculiados para designar una pmona que 
forme parte del Consejo Ejecutivo, 

I. ADOPT A las siguientes modificacinnes de los Articulos 24 Y 25 de 10 Constituci6n, 
quedando entendido que los textos en arabe, chino, espailol, fraoces, ingles y ruso seran iguaimente 
autenticos: 

AnlcNlo 24 - Sustitilyase por 

EI Consejo estara integrado por treinta y cuatro penonas, designadas por igual niunero 
de Miernbros. La Asamblea de la Salud, teoiendo en cuenta una distribuci6n geogrifica 
equitativa, e1egira 0 los Miembros que tengan derecho a designar una pmona para integrar 
el Consejo, quedando entendido que no podrt e1egine a monos de tres Miembros de <ada una 
de las organizaciooes regionales establecidas en cumplimiento del Articulo 44. Cada uno de 
los Miembros debe nombrar para eI Consejo a una pmona t6cnicamente capacitada en eI 
campo de I. salud, que podra ser acompailada por suplentes y asesores. 

AnlcNlo 25 - Sustitilyase por 

Los Miembros seran elegides por WI periodo de tres ailos y podran ser reelegides, con 
I. salvedad de que entre los elegidos en I. primer. reuni6n que celebre I. Asamblea de la 
Salud despues de entrar en vigor I. reform. de la presente ConstituciOn, que aumenta ~ 
treinta y des a treinta y cuatro eI mimero de puestos del Consejo, la duraci6n del mandato de 
los Miembros suplementarios se reducira, si fuese menester, en la medida necesaria para 
f&Cihtar la e1ecci60 aoual de WI Miernbro, por 10 monos, de <ada una de las organizaciones 
regionales. 

2. DECIDE que eI Presidente de I. 51 ' Asamblea MWldiai de Ia Salud y el Director General de 
la Organizaci6n MWldiai de la Salud rofrenden con su firma des ejemplares de la present. resolu
ci6n, de los que uno se traosmitira aI Secretario General de las Naciooes Unidas, depositario de I_ 
Constituci6n, yotro se conservara en los archivos de I. Organizaci6n Mundial de la Salud; 

3. DECIDE que la aceptaci6n de eslas reformas por los Miernbros, de confunnidad con 10 
dispuesto en eI Articulo 73 de I_ Constituci6n, 50 notifique depositando en puder del Secretario 
General de las Naciones Unidas eI oportuno instrurnento olicial, segUn 10 establecido para Ia 
aceptaci6n de I. Cmstituci6n en eI pOrum (b) del Articulo 79 de Ia Cmstituci6n. 





I hereby certify that tbe 

foregoing test is a true copy of 

r •• olution WHAS1.23 adopted by the 

fifty-first World Health Assembly at 

it. tenth plenary ... ting on 

16 May 1998, aaandinq articles 24 

and 2S of the Conatitution of the 

World H.alth Organization signed at 

Hew York on 22 July 1946, a duly 

authenticated copy of which is 

deposited witb the ~ecr.tary-General 

of the United Nations . 

For the secretary-General, 
The Legal Counael 

(Under-Secretary-General 
for Legal Affairs) 

United Nation., Haw York 
19 Hovaaber 1998 
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sign'e A New York Ie 
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depose. aupr~s du Secretaire general 

des Nation. Unie •. 

Pour Ie Secretaire qeneral, 
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Organisation des Hations Uni •• 
New York, Ie 19 novembre 1998 
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